HOME   AND   FOREIGN  TRADE            Si

Much use was made of water transit, most English rivers
being navigable for barges in pails. Many towns, which we
should now consider inland, such as Norwich, were flourishing
ports, and there was considerable coasting trade. Newcastle
traded in coal in the thirteenth century as far as Southampton,
and Scarborough had an extensive fishing trade, reaching even
to Iceland.

Carriage was cheap; for heavy goods the charge was id.
per mile per ton and it covered insurance. The conveyance
of wine was more expensive, being 3jrf. per mile per ton. Them
is an interesting picture in Rogers' Six Centuries of Work and

A COUNTRY CART

Wages, of the journey of the bailiff of Cuxham to I^mdon to buy
mill-stones. It occurred in 1331, just a little later than our
period. Cuxham lies towards Oxford, some forty-five milts
from London. The journey over the Chiltern Hills through
Wycombe and Uxbridge takes the best part of a day, for tho
bailiff travels with servants and horses, Arrived in the city or
Southwark he puts up at one of the numerous inns and sallus
forth to buy provisions for his party, since the inn supplied
often only sleeping room. Early next day he go<*s down to the
wharf to seek his mill-stones and finally finds five to suit him.
Then he and the merchant adjourn to a tavern to argue prices.
This is not done quickly nor cheaply, for five gallons of Bordeaux
wine are consumed in the business, But at last they come to
terms, exchange the luck penny, * God's silver/ as evidence
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